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Senate 
The Senate met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable JOHN-
NY ISAKSON, a Senator from the State 
of Georgia. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is 

Your name in all the Earth. You have 
set Your glory above the Heavens. 
Lord, we thank You for blessing our 
land with productivity and protection. 
May we never take these gifts for 
granted. 

Use our Senators as Your instru-
ments across the world to fill the emp-
tiness in the lives of others. Lead them 
to make sacrifices that others may find 
freedom. Open their minds to divine 
principles, holy directives, and undeni-
able truths as they seek to respond to 
a world in need. 

Lord, move each of us with Your 
power to comfort the sorrowful, 
strengthen the tempted, inspire the 
faithful and to save the lost. We pray 
this in Your Holy Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable JOHNNY ISAKSON led 

the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, June 23, 2005. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable JOHNNY ISAKSON, a 
Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

TED STEVENS, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. ISAKSON thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-

ing we will resume debate on the En-
ergy bill, with the time equally divided 
until the cloture vote, which is sched-
uled for 10 a.m., about an hour from 
now. I expect that cloture will be in-
voked on the bill today. We have now 
debated the bill and the amendments 
for almost 2 weeks, and it is time that 
we move toward final passage, which I 
hope and believe will be today. 

Senators DOMENICI and BINGAMAN 
have been on the floor and available to 
consider amendments during the entire 
2-week process. I congratulate them on 
moving this bill forward in a very effi-
cient and timely way. 

I do hope that once cloture is in-
voked, we will find a way to bring this 
bill to completion this afternoon or 
evening. As I mentioned last night be-
fore closing, if Members do cooperate 
and show restraint with their amend-
ments, we could certainly finish at a 
reasonable hour, and I hope we will ac-
complish that. If Members wait and 
come forward at the very last minute, 
it will be necessary to stay here until 
very late tonight, indeed until tomor-
row. So it really is up to us how we 
handle it. I encourage our colleagues to 
come to the floor and talk to the man-
agers as soon as possible if they wish to 
offer their amendments. 

I do think we are on the glidepath to 
completing this bill. As I mentioned 

last night, following completion of the 
bill, hopefully tomorrow, we would 
begin the Interior appropriations bill. 
The Democratic leader and I will be 
having more to say about that. 

f 

IRAQI PRIME MINISTER 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing I have the honor of meeting with 
Iraqi Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jafari. 
The Prime Minister is in the United 
States to meet with President Bush 
and other Washington leaders to dis-
cuss the next steps in Iraq’s transition 
to a free and democratic society. I have 
not yet met the Prime Minister. I look 
forward to doing so in the next couple 
of hours. 

The Prime Minister deserves great 
praise for his leadership. He has 
worked hard as Prime Minister to 
reach out across ethnic and religious 
lines. Because of his efforts, Iraq is led 
by a transitional government that in-
cludes ministers from each of Iraq’s 
ethnic and religious groups. 

The Prime Minister’s steady leader-
ship has been inspiring. Next Tuesday, 
5 days from now, June 28, will mark the 
1-year anniversary of the transfer of 
sovereignty from the Coalition Provi-
sional Authority to a sovereign Iraqi 
Government. Since then, Iraq has 
fought the insurgency with determina-
tion as it has undergone truly remark-
able changes. Perhaps none was more 
remarkable than the elections on Janu-
ary 31. On that day, 8 million Iraqis 
cast their votes for the first democrat-
ically elected national assembly in 
more than 50 years. They came on foot, 
they came by car and some even came 
by wagon. They defied all manner of 
terrorist threat and terrorist intimida-
tion. 

It was truly extraordinary. No one 
who saw the images of those brave citi-
zens emerging from the polling sta-
tions, holding aloft those stained, blue- 
inked fingers, could help but be moved 
and inspired. While the task of forming 
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